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Additional efforts carrying on into 2012 included improvements to the Courts facilities, an upgraded dishwasher for 
the jail, realignment of the system for processing Real Estate Tax documents and a restroom for the Rattlesnake 
Shooting facility. 

The County is continuing to provide needed improvements to important infrastructure assets for the region's 
economic development. The County Infrastructure budgeted expenditures to maintain roads and bridges for 2011 
were over $7.6 million. Actual expenditures were over $6.6 million. Preservation accounted for $1.8 million of the 
expenditures. 

A continuing variety of projects for new road construction and expansion of existing roads were ongoing during the 
year. The County spent over $0.2 million in 2011 on preliminary engineering and right-of-way for future road 
projects. Another $0.3 million was spent on completing projects from 2010. 

A contract with Tapani Underground Inc. was executed of which the scope of work consists of improvements to 2.6 
miles of Clodfelter Road, by reconstructing a section of roadway from Bently Road to C. Williams Road and the 
new construction of 1.6 miles of Locust Grove Road from Clodfelter Road to Edwards Road. This work consists of 
clearing, grubbing, removing pavement, excavation, embankment, culvert pipe installation, crushed surfacing, 
paving, erosion control, beam guardrail, pavement markings and other work. $0.8 million of the $3.5 million 
contract was expended in 2011. 

Benton County is currently working on over 47.7 miles of projects that fall under the range of"preliminary 
engineering" to "under construction". 

Benton County currently has 857.50 miles of roads (reduced from previously reported due to annexations) being 
maintained on behalf of the citizens of Benton County and the general traveling public. 

INDEPENDENT AUDIT 

The statutes of the State of Washington require an annual audit, by the Washington State Auditor's Office, of the 
books of account, financial records and the transactions of all administrative departments of Benton County. These 
legally mandated audits have been consistently performed. 

A WARDS AND ACKNOWLEDGMENTS 

The Government Finance Officers Association of the United States and Canada (GFOA) awarded a Certificate of 
Achievement for Excellence in Financial Reporting to Benton County for its comprehensive annual financial report 
for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2010. This was the eighth consecutive year that Benton County has achieved 
this prestigious award. In order to be awarded a Certificate of Achievement, a government must publish an easily 
readable and efficiently organized comprehensive annual financial report. This report must satisfy both GAAP and 
applicable legal requirements. 

A Certificate of Achievement is valid for a period of one year only. We believe that our current comprehensive 
annual financial report continues to meet the Certificate of Achievement Program's requirements and we are 
submitting it to the GFOA to determine its eligibility for another certificate. 

Preparation of this report could not have been accomplished without the professional, efficient and dedicated 
services of the accounting department of the Auditor's Office. I wish to express my appreciation to these staff 
members for their contributions to the development of this report. Also, I appreciate the efforts of accounting staff 
members and managers in all County departments, who contributed information necessary for compilation of this 
report. I wish to express my thanks to the Benton County Board of Commissioners for their responsible interest in, 
and progressive support of, the conduct of financial operations and systems for Benton County government. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

Brenda Chilton 
Benton County Auditor 
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Certificate of 
Achievement 
for Excellence 
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Presented to 

Benton County 

Washington 
For its Comprehensive Annual ·, 

Financial Report 

for the Fiscal Year Ended 

December 31, 2010 !. 

A Certificate of Achievement for Excellence in Financial 
Reporting is presented by the Government Finance Officers 

Association of the United States and Canada to 
government units and public employee retirement 

systems whose comprehensive annual financial 
reports (CAFRs) achieve the highest 
standards in government accounting 

and financial reporting. 

President 

Executive Director 
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Washington State Auditor 
Brian Sonntag 

INDEPENDENT AUDITOR'S REPORT 

June 26, 2012 

Board of Commissioners 
Benton County 
Prosser, Washington 

We have audited the accompanying financial statements of the governmental activities, each 
major fund and the aggregate remaining fund information of Benton County, Washington, as of 
and for the year ended December 31, 2011 , which collectively comprise the County's basic 
financial statements as listed in the table of contents. These financial statements are the 
responsibility of the County's management. Our responsibility is to express opinions on ·these 
financial statements based on our audit. 

We conducted our audit in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United 
States of America and the standards applicable to financial audits contained in Government 
Auditing Standards, issued by the Comptroller General of the United States. Those standards 
require that we plan and perform the audit to obtain reasonable assurance about whether the 
financial statements are free of material misstatement. An audit includes examining, on a test 
basis, evidence supporting the amounts and disclosures in the financial statements. An audit 
also includes assessing the accounting principles used and significant estimates made by 
management, as well as evaluating the overall financial statement presentation. We believe 
that our audit provides a reasonable basis for our _opinions. 

In our opinion, the financial statements referred to above present fairly, in all material respects, 
the respective financial position of the governmental activities, each major fund and the 
aggregate remaining fund information of Benton County, Washington, as of December 31 , 
2011 , and the respective changes in financial position and, where applicable, cash flows 
thereof, and the respective budgetary comparison for the General, County Road and Human 
Services funds for the year then ended in conformity with accounting- principles generally 
accepted in the United States of America. 

As described in Note 1, during the year ended December 31, 2011 , the County has 
implemented the Governmental Accounting Standards Board Statement No. 54 - Fund Balance 
Reporting and Governmental Fund Type Definitions and Statement No. 63, Financial Reporting 
of Deferred Outflows of Resources, Deferred Inflows of Resources and Net Position. 

In accordance with Government Auditing Standards, we will also issue our report dated June 
26, 2012, on our consideration of the County's internal control over financial reporting and on 
our tests of its compliance with certain provisions of laws, regulations, contracts and grant 

Insurance Building, PO Box 40021 • Olympia, WashingtJn 98504-0021 • (360) 902-0370 • TDD Relay (800) 833-6388 
FAX (360) 753-0646 • http://www.sao.wa.gov . 



agreements and other matters. That report will be issued under separate cover in the County's 
Single Audit Report. The purpose of that report is to describe the scope of our testing of internal 
control over financial reporting and compliance and the results of that testing, and not to provide 
an opinion on the internal control over financial reporting or on compliance. That report is an 
integral part of an audit performed in accordance with Government Auditing Standards and 
should be considered in assessing the results of our audit. 

Accounting principles generally accepted in the United States of America require that the 
management's discussion and analysis on pages 3 through 18, infrastructure modified approach 
on pages 72 through 75, and information on postemployment benefits other than pensions on 
page 76 be presented to supplement the basic financial statements. Such information, although 
not a part of the basic financial statements, is required by the Governmental Accounting 
Standards Board who considers it to be an essential part of financial reporting for placing the 
basic financial statements in an appropriate operational, economic or historical context. We 
have applied certain limited procedures to the required supplementary information in 
accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of America, which 
consisted of inquiries of management about the methods of preparing the information and 
comparing the information for consistency with management's responses to our inquiries, the 
basic financial statements, and other knowledge we obtained during the audit of the basic 
financial statements. We do not express an opinion or provide any assurance on the 
information because the limited procedures do not provide us with sufficient evidence to express 
an opinion or provide any assurance. 

Our audit was performed for the purpose of forming opinions on the financial statements that 
collectively comprise the County's basic financial statements. The accompanying information 
listed as combining financial statements and supplementary information on pages 77 through 
180 is presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the basic 
financial statements. Such information is the responsibility of management and was derived 
from and relates directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to prepare the 
financial statements. This information has been subjected to auditing procedures applied in the 
audit of the basic financial statements and certain additional procedures, including comparing 
and reconciling such information directly to the underlying accounting and other records used to 
prepare the financial statements or to the financial statements themselves, and other additional 
procedures in accordance with auditing standards generally accepted in the United States of 
America. In our opinion, the information is fairly stated, in all material respects, in relation to the 
basic financial statements taken as a whole. 

The information identified in the table of contents as the Introductory and Statistical Section is 
presented for purposes of additional analysis and is not a required part of the basic financial 
statements of the County. Such information has not been subjected to the auditing procedures 
applied in the audit of the basic financial statements and, accordingly, we do not express an 
opinion or provide any assurance on it. 

Sincerely, 

BRIAN SONNTAG, CGFM 
STATE AUDITOR 

2 

Andrew Dorsey
Highlight
Statistical

Andrew Dorsey
Highlight
combining financial statements and supplementary information on pages 77 through
180
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�������������	
���
������������
����������
����������������������
�������������������������������
�� ��!!!"#��$%&%'()�*+),-(.,/&�+/&01�23''%&.)4�/3.1.(&0,&-�('%�(1�5/))/617�� 83'9/1%� :&.%'%1.�;(.%� <=/3&.�;%5,&(&2%�9/'.,/&1�/5�/3.1.(&0,&-�+/&01�5/'�'%032%0�'(.%� >?@@ABC?DDA� �EF"G@@CGDDD�H3I%&,)%�H31.,2%�J%&.%'�H(,)� #?DDABK?LCA� D�J/&1.'32.,/&G�%M9(&1,/&�(&0�'%&/I(.,/&1�./�H31.,2%�J%&.%'� K?@DABC?FDA� D�N%().O�P3,)0,&-� #?LCABK?@CA� "G"CDGDDD�QRSTUV V WXYZ[X\Z]]]V�̂O%�(&&3()�0%+.�1%'I,2%�'%_3,'%=%&.1�./�=(.3',.4�5/'�-%&%'()�/+),-(.,/&�+/&01�('%�(1�5/))/617�� �� $/I%'&=%&.()�<2.,I,.,%1�%̀('�a&0,&-�b%2%=+%'�#F�� 8',&2,9()� :&.%'%1.� /̂.()�>DF>� � E��FGLLCGDDD� E��FGDC"GC#C� E��#GDCFGC#C�>DF#� � >GD@DGDDD� LcFGC#c� #GDCFGC#c�>DFK� � >GFCCGDDD� cLcGCF>� #GDC#GCF>�>DFC� � >G>KCGDDD� cFFG@>C� #GDC"G@>C�>DF"� � >G##CGDDD� @>FG#F#� #GDC"G#F#�>DF@B>D>F� � cGCLCGDDD� >GD#LGKcF� FDG"#KGKcF�>D>>B>D>"� � FG@LCGDDD� @@"GD@C� >GC@FGD@C�>D>@B>D#F� � >G>#CGDDD� #>cG@DF� >GC"#G@DF�&d(� � D� D� D�� V WXYZ[X\Z]]]V WeZfgYZhh]V WYgZ]YhZhh]V�b3',&-�>DFFG�P%&./&�J/3&.4�%&-(-%0�<'+,.'(-%�J/=9),(&2%�i9%2,(),1.1G�:&2?G�./�9%'5/'=�.O%�('+,.'(-%�'%+(.%�2()23)(.,/&�/&�.O%�J/3&.4j1�k,=,.%0�̂(M�$%&%'()�*+),-(.,/&�P/&01G�.O%�>DDF�H31.,2%�J%&.%'�J/=9)%.,/&�P/&01?��*&�b%2%=+%'�FG�>DFFG�.O%�'%=(,&,&-�+/&01�5/'�E#G>KCGDDD�6%'%�2())%0?��̂O%�J/3&.4j1�k,=,.%0�̂(M�$%&%'()�*+),-(.,/&�P/&01G�.O%�>DDF�H31.,2%�J%&.%'�J/=9)%.,/&�P/&01�O(I%�+%%&�9(,0�,&�53))?��<1�/5�b%2%=+%'�FKG�>DFFG�.O%'%�6%'%�&/�l,&()�;%+(.%�9(4=%&.1�03%�/'�5,),&-�'%_3,'%=%&.1�'%-('0,&-�('+,.'(-%�'%+(.%�5/'�.O%��:;i?��<.�b%2%=+%'�#FG�>DFFG�.O%�J/3&.4�O(1�EFGKFcG>@D�(I(,)(+)%�,&�0%+.�1%'I,2%�53&01�./�1%'I,2%�.O%�-%&%'()�/+),-(.,/&�+/&0%0�0%+.?��̂O%�J/3&.4m1�)%-()�&/&BI/.%0�0%+.�),=,.�,1�E>DcGCCKGC"C�6,.O�EFcKG"DKGC"C�1.,))�(I(,)(+)%?��̂O%�)%-()�I/.%0�0%+.�),=,.�n6,.O�#dC�I/.%o�,1�E#K@GCLDGLK>�6,.O�E#>#G"KDGLK>�1.,))�(I(,)(+)%?��<.�b%2%=+%'�#FG�>DFFG�.O%�J/3&.4�%1.,=(.%1�.O(.�,.�O(1�E""G#DD�/5�2/=9%&1(.%0�(+1%&2%1�03%�6,.O,&�/&%�4%('?�����pqQrVg]VsVtruvrvVVuwV qxyzTS{|}VtyT~y~VV̂O%�J/3&.4�)%(1%1�2/9,%'1�(&0�/.O%'�/55,2%�=(2O,&%1�(&0�%_3,9=%&.�3&0%'�&/&B2(&2%)(+)%�/9%'(.,&-�)%(1%1?��̂/.()�2/1.�5/'�132O�)%(1%1�6(1�E>DDGK#C�5/'�.O%�4%('�%&0%0�b%2%=+%'�#FG�>DFF?��̂O%�53.3'%�=,&,=3=�)%(1%�9(4=%&.1�5/'�.O%1%�)%(1%1�('%�(1�5/))/617�� �yTzVr|�{|}V�y�y��yzVYgV Vu�R�|SV>DF>� EFLDGFK@�>DF#� FKDGDDC�>DFK� FDDG>L>�>DFC� ""GK@>�>DF"� >>G"CC�>DF@B>D>F� >"#�QRSTUV W\g�ZhY[V�



�������������	
���
������������
����������
����������������������
�������������������������������
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!��"���"1 ��#��������"��# +����6���������������� +3���6���������������� ,4�6.+���������������� %,3�6��&�����������������!�"��1�"�)��!�����"1 ��# ,�+�5��55����������� ,�+�5��55����������� �5+�,33�������������� %6,-�-�6&���������������!�"��������"��# ,-��-3,�������������� ,-��-3,�������������� �.��-3���������������� %�+�5+&�������!�������!7����" ��$��))�� ��! ��#�����9���"�# 2 -��+4�364����������� 2 -��+4�364����������� 2 ,�,+6�33������������ 2 %,�+.,�44+&����������,,.�
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b+730-.,��.q/7o30-/.�� 9ks�<=>?>@?A=>BCD>?@AEFGHIF@?>JUIA>?@HFB@IFKJH?GJCAGCJ>@BHGH@GE@=>DM@G=>@J>HB>J@CFB>J?GHFB@=EN@G=>@IFKEJLHGIEF@IF@G=>@TEU>JFL>FGQ?@KIFHFAIHD@J>MEJG@J>DHG>?@GE@G=>@?>JUIA>?@G=>@TEU>JFL>FG@MJEUIB>?@HFB@G=>@HAGIUIGI>?@IG@M>JKEJL?V@WXA=>BCD>?@Y\Z@Y]@HFB@Yê@������/a75+1t�u�!���������%��������"&������������������������������"�!������"��� �"��������������������� ��v����!�w�������!�x����������������!� ��������)��
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